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The high unemployment rate and 
lack of skills among rural youth 

has prompted government, through the 
Department of Rural Development and 
Land Reform, to start the NARYSEC 
(National Rural Youth Service Corps) 
Programme.  It is situated in Thaba 
Nchu in the Free State Province.

At the opening of the 2020 programme, 
Ms Thoko Didiza, Minister of Agriculture, 
Rural Development and Land Reform 
urged the thousand new students 
to finish their studies.  “You are the 
beneficiaries of a new democracy in a 
free South Africa and you have to unite 
and build it,” she said.

The programme is a 24-month skills 
development programme to develop 
rural youth in order to prepare them to 
perform community service in their own 
communities. Participants are exposed 
to different skills fields, which focus on 
instiling a culture of discipline, patriotism 
and community service.  Technical and 
vocational skills such as construction, 
agriculture, household profiling, welding 
and records management are available.

The programme facilitates employment 
and entrepreneurial opportunities for 
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of life of rural youth
By Mercia Smith NARYSEC participants who have 

completed the 2-year programme within 
two years of exiting the programme.

Targets for recruitment are:

•	 50% male and female

•	 2% youth with disability

•	 High skills needs in certain areas

•	 Youth not in conflict with the law, 
except those who have been 
rehabilitated

•	 Residing within identified priority 
areas.

Ms Thoko Didiza, Minister of Ag-
riculture, Rural Development and 
Land Reform answering questions 
of media that attended the opening 
of NARYSEC.
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This national youth leadership 
development programme is a joint 
programme with the Department of 
Rural Development and Land Reform 
and the Department of Defence. Youth 
go through medical screening and they 
are split into groups, categorised as 
either fit or medically unfit. The medically 

fit will continue to do the military training. 
The purpose is to develop the character 
of young people, personal and collective 
discipline, including patriotism.

Community service in the programme 
is compulsory. The significance of the 
community service is that it enables the 
programme to account for the utilisation 
of the NARYSEC youth.
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From left, Ms Nomakhosazana Meth, 
MEC for Rural Development and Agrar-
ian Reform: Eastern Cape Province, Min-
ister Thoko Didiza and Ms Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma, Minister of Cooperative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs. Ms Ziyanda Ngola from Eastern 

Cape Province wants to be a 
farmer while Ms Annetjie Mabula 
from Limpopo Province wants to 
become an extension officer.

The 2020 intake—a thousand ex-
cited students at NARYSEC.



A new communication policy has 
been developed to address the 

headaches of livestock theft more 
effectively in the Free State. The Free 
State Red Meat Producers Organisation 
(RPO), National Wool Growers 
Association (NWGA) in the province 
and Free State Agriculture (FSA) have 
made it easier for their members to 
know which guidelines to follow when 
experiencing stock theft problems.
Each of them play a specific role in 
the fight against stock theft and it is 
important for farmers and others to 
know who to contact and when. In 
this way communication will improve 
and problems can be addressed with 
greater success.

FSA, the RPO and NWGA in the Free 
State are part of the Free State Stock 
Theft Prevention Forum (FSSTPF), 
which helps put measures in place for 
livestock producers to prevent theft. 
Members of the forum are Neville Raath, 
Vice Chair of the Free State RPO, 
who is the Chair of the FSSTPF, while 
Herman Archer is the Chair of the Free 
State NWGA and Jakkals le Roux is the 
Chair of FSA’s Rural Safety Committee.

“The forum, together with the South 
African Police Service (SAPS), South 

Easier ways to report stock theft in 
Free State Province

African National Defence Force and 
National Prosecuting Authority, address 
reactive stock theft reporting that affects 
its prevention and to monitor and 
improve the successful prosecution of 
stock theft cases in courts within the 
criminal justice system,” says Raath. 
According to him, media awareness 
campaigns, training workshops to 
empower livestock producers on animal 
identification and guidelines for livestock 
theft are all part of the FSSTPF’s 
activities. It also includes interaction 
and visits to agricultural communities, 
as well as ongoing monitoring of stock 
theft cases.

“The forum is also part of monthly 
meetings of the Provincial Rural Safety 
priority committee and meetings are 
held every two months with the Border 
Safeguarding Forum of the SANDF,” he 
says. The latter discusses cross-border 
problems, challenges and shortcomings 
at the South African and Lesotho 
border, as well as high crime areas and 
information on future operations.

For the rest of the article and pho-
tos contact Mercia Smith at email: 
mercias@daff.gov.za and cellnr:         
060 973 3816.



China’s 2019 pork output plunged 
to a 16-year low. The plunge 

was, however, not as great as some 
expected. Official data indicates that 
China produced 42,55 million metric 
tons of pork in 2019, down 21,3% from 
2018, Reuters reports.   
The Chinese government has released 
hundreds of thousands of metric tons of 
frozen pork from reserves in an effort 
to stabilise prices. They have also 
imported more pork, with December 
arrivals of pork almost double the 
previous monthly record.   

China’s pork output plunged to 
a 16-year low

The revenge trade war tariff between 
China and the USA seems like 
something of the past with the USA 
exporting pork to China under a new 
trade agreement. 

The agreement is based on the 
market demand in China, in line with 
market terms with Chinese businesses 
committed to purchase $40 billion worth 
of agricultural products from the USA 
annually for a period of two years.
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