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MEDIA ALERT

Date 9 February 2025

MINISTER STEENHUISEN TO WITNESS FIRST SHIPMENT OF APPLES FROM SA TO
THAILAND IN OVER 16 YEARS IN CERES

The Minister of Agriculture Mr John Steenhuisen will be in Ceres in the Western Cape on
Monday 10 February 2025, to witness and celebrate the first shipment of fresh apples to the
Kingdom of Thailand in 16 years after South Africa regaining market access.

This market had been closed to SA from January 2008 to December 2024 due to changes in
requirements by the trading partner. The opening of this market is a significant step forward
for the country as it presents opportunities for much needed jobs on farm including in
packing, logistics and the transport sector. The Apple Industry employed a total of 32 397
workers on farms in 2023 with 129 590 dependants benefiting.

Media are invited as follows:

Date: Monday 10 February 2025

Time: 08h30

Address: Bella Frutta Packhouse Pty Ltd in Ceres
https://g.co/kgs/j2MD9KXx

Contact: Joylene van Wyk - Ministry of Agriculture Spokesperson
JoyleneV@nda.agric.za
0832927399

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development: Departement van Landbou, Grondhervorming en Landelike Ontwikkeling Muhasho wa zwa Vhulimi,
Mbuedzedzo ya Mavu na Mveledziso ya Mahayani, r uMnyango Wezolimo, Izinguquko Kwezomhlaba Nokuthuthukiswa Kwezindawo Zasemakhaya ' Ndzawulo ya
Vurimi, Antswiso wa Misava na Nhluvukiso wa Matikoxikaya ' Litiko Letekulima, Tingucuko Kutemhlaba Nekutfutfukiswa Kwetindzawo Tasemaphandleni ' UmNyango
wezokuLima, ukuBuyiselwa kweNarha nokuThuthukiswa kweeNdawo zemaKhaya ' Kgoro ya Temo, PeakanyoleswayaNagale Tlhabolloya Dinaga- magae' Lefaphala
Temothuo, Kabobotjha ya Naha le Tlhabollo ya Dibaka tsa Mahae ' Lefapha la Temothuo, Pusetsodinaga le Tlhabololo ya Metsemagae ' ISebe lezoLimo, uBuyekezo
IwemiHlaba noPhuhlisolamaPhandle
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