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MEDIA ADVISORY 25 NOVEMBER 2025
Minister Steenhuisen to attend the Toyota Young Farmer Of The Year Awards

The Minister of Agriculture, John Steenhuisen, will attend the Toyota Young Farmer of the
Year Awards. The awards are an important national platform that recognises excellence,
innovation, and leadership among South Africa’s young and emerging farmers.

Since its establishment in the mid-1990s, the Young Farmer initiative has served as a catalyst
for developing the next generation of agricultural leaders. What began as a provincial
programme under Free State Agriculture has evolved into a prestigious national competition
through a partnership between Toyota South Africa, Agri SA, Draft FCB, and other industry
bodies.

These competitions celebrate farmers who demonstrate exceptional technical ability, business
acumen, resilience, and sustainable farming practices.

Minister Steenhuisen says supporting young farmers is critical to the future of the agricultural
sector. “South Africa’s young farmers are the backbone of our future food security. Their
courage, innovation, and commitment to excellence ensure that our agricultural sector
remains competitive, productive, and globally aligned. Celebrating their achievements is not
only a recognition of individual success but an investment in the long-term resilience of our
rural economies”.

Toyota’s long-standing support has played a significant role in strengthening farmer
development and creating equal opportunities. Through its involvement, the competition has
become one of the most credible platforms for identifying high-performing young farmers and
showecasing their contribution to national food systems.

This year’s finalists represent a diverse range of commodities and farming systems,
demonstrating the depth of talent and capability emerging across South Africa’s agricultural
landscape.

-Ends-
Details:
Date: 26 November 2025
Time: 18:00

Venue: OR Tambo Radisson Hotel
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For media enquiries, please contact:
Ms Joylene van Wyk
Director: Media Liaison Ministry of Agriculture

Email: Joylenev@nda.agric.za

Mobile: 083 292 7399
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