
Africa’s New Decade of Agricultural Growth Begins in
Johannesburg

CAADP Strategy and the Kampala Declaration officially
launched | 5–6 May 2025

Africa has taken a bold step towards securing its
food future. From 5 to 6 May 2025, agricultural
leaders from across the continent gathered in
Johannesburg, South Africa, to officially launch
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Development Programme (CAADP) Strategy and
Action Plan 2026–2035, alongside the Kampala
Declaration. 

This historic moment was more than a ceremonial
event, it was a call to action for a united Africa to
transform its agri-food systems and ensure food
security, job creation, and resilience for all.

South Africa was proud to host this key African
Union event. Representing the country, Minister
John Steenhuisen welcomed delegates and
reaffirmed South Africa’s commitment to
agricultural transformation.

“South Africa welcomes and supports the launch
of the CAADP Strategy and Action Plan and the
Kampala Declaration,” said Minister Steenhuisen.

“We commend the African Union Commission for
its efforts to ensure that we, as countries, advance
the implementation process of Agenda 2063,”
continued the minister.

Minister Steenhuisen also highlighted the broader
context in which the launch is taking place:
“The launch of CAADP coincides with sluggish
economic growth and geopolitical changes, which
necessitate our consideration of how to
domesticate and institutionalise the process.”

He further cautioned that while global trade is a
key part of national food strategies, it cannot be
the only one: “Engaging in global trade is a vital
component of national food security strategies;
however, excessive reliance on global markets can
also render nations vulnerable to disruptions in
international trade and supply chains.”

The CAADP Strategy was adopted in 2003 in
Maputo, Mozambique, to drive agriculture-led
growth across Africa. Over the past 20 years, it has
strengthened policy commitments, 
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raise investments, and created tools like the
CAADP Biennial Review, which tracks progress
on agricultural transformation.

Despite these gains, by 2025, no African country
was fully on track to meet the goals of the 2014
Malabo Declaration. Recognising this, the
African Union met in Kampala in January 2025 to
adopt a new strategy and a bold declaration to
drive it forward. Now, with the official launch in
Johannesburg, Africa has a renewed 10-year
roadmap.

In attendance were: ministers of agriculture,
government officials, regional economic
communities (RECs), representatives from
AUDA-NEPAD and various African Union
departments, as well as development partners
and donors. 

Equally vital were farmer organisations, youth
and women’s groups, civil society actors, private
sector players, and academic institutions. 

The CAADP Strategy and Action Plan (2026–
2035) outlines six key goals to transform Africa’s
agriculture. 

It aims to boost food production and trade by
strengthening value chains and infrastructure,
while scaling up investment through improved
financing systems. 

Moreover, it promotes sustainable farming to
enhance food and nutrition security and focuses
on empowering youth, women, and
smallholders to ensure inclusivity.

The strategy further prioritises building
resilience against climate and market shocks. It
also prioritises strengthening governance by
aligning agricultural planning with national
development priorities. 

These goals collectively support a more
productive, inclusive, and resilient agri-food
system. The Johannesburg launch brought
together a rich and diverse community of voices,
underscoring the inclusive spirit of the CAADP
Strategy. 

This broad representation was not just symbolic,
it reflected a core CAADP belief: real agricultural
transformation can only happen when every
stakeholder has a seat at the table and a voice in
the process. The launch of both the CAADP
Strategy and the Kampala Declaration marks a
crucial moment in Africa’s agricultural journey. 

Over the next decade, the focus will be on
actionable transformation, strategic alignment,
and accountability, with farmers at the forefront.
This effort aims to address food insecurity,
climate change, and economic challenges, while
creating a sustainable and resilient agri-food
system. 

By prioritising inclusivity, investment, and
collaboration, Africa is set to build a future in
which agriculture drives economic growth,
social equity, and food security for all.

-Prince Mtsweni- 


